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News Briefs
Don’t block bins

Visitors to the hospitality
suites are asked to not park in
front of the buildings along
Orcutt Street in the morning.

Trash vehicles must use that
route to access the trash
containers.

Limit vehicles
around venues

Parking is limited around
Guardian Challenge activities.

Participants and spectators
are asked to limit the number
of vehicles at competition
venues by carpooling.

Hangar off-limits
Now that the opening

ceremony is complete, the
hangar is off-limits.

Crews are working on the
scoreposting banquet and need
the area clear.

If you have a legitimate
need to get in the hangar,
please call Maj. Sam Ayars,
606-2490

Base beaches
Vandenberg’s Surf, Wall

and Minuteman Beaches are
open Fridays through Mondays
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for recre-
ational access.

The boundaries are
marked and citations will be
issued to people who enter
closed areas.

For beach access or status
information, call the Beach
Hotline at 606-6804.

By Lynn Gonzales
GC public affairs

Guardian Challenge is a competition to
find the best of the best, and it’s a search
that knows no borders.

United States’ long-standing ally, Great
Britain, and their Royal Air Force’s
Fylingdales hope the spotlight finds them
at Thursday’s scoreposting banquet.

A unit of the 21st Space Wing
Operations Group, the RAF Fylingdales
is a Ballistic Missile Early Warning Station
that provides cooperative missile warning
and space surveillance to U.S. Space
Command.

For the seventh year in a row, five team
members from the Fylingdales competed
in the space operations portion of the
competition. Their missile and space
surveillance competitors faced a 90-

Fylingdales find place in competition

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Richard Freeland

Familiar surroundings
1st Lts. Jeremy Olson and Shaun Landry, 91st Space Wing, Minot Air Force
Base, N.D., familiarize themselves with the rapid execution and combat targeting
simulator during the intercontinental ballistic missile operations event.

See Fylingdales, Pg 8

minute warfighting scenario of mission-
related events and reacted to time-critical
missile warning messages amidst power
failures, communications problems and
security crises.

The event took place about a month
before the competition started here Monday.
It was held at the RAF Fylingdales’ station
in England, which allowed them to complete
the warfighting scenarios using their own
equipment.

The situations for each scenario varied.
“Initially, we had a power failure in the

ops room, so the lights were off,” said RAF
Sgt. A.J. Carter, control supervisor for the
space surveillance controllers, RAF
Fylingdales.  “A fire had started, and the
American colonel who was in charge of the
evaluation team was acting as the
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Reduced GC helo comp keeps security focus

Photo by Staff Sgt. Pamela Taubman
Mike Stalsberg, crew chief for 341st Space Wing, goes through final pre-flight checks during the helicopter
maintenance portion of Guardian Challenge 2002.

By 2nd Lt. Eric Badger
GC public affairs

With the aircraft generation and
reconfiguration event the only event
being held for the Guardian Challenge
2002 helicopter competition, this year’s
crews really felt the pressure to deliver
a top score.

“The competition isn’t much
different from real life,” said Master
Sgt. Rick Romero, 30th Space Wing
quality assurance evaluator.

The aircraft generation and
reconfiguration exercise requires crews
to reconfigure the aircraft from one
mission setup to another.  The event
includes a pre-flight inspection by the
aircrew where problems must be
identified to the maintenance crews
before the aircraft is “cleared for
flight.”

This year’s tasking was to reconfigure
the aircraft for an aeromedical
evacuation.  The event tests speed and
accuracy of crews during an emergency.

Air Force Space Command UH-1N
Hueys support intercontinental ballistic
missile operations at F.E. Warren Air Force
Base, Wyo.; Malmstrom AFB, Mont.;
Minot AFB, N. D., along with space and
missile launch operations at Vandenberg.

They provide rapid, flexible response
to ensure the physical security of ICBM
weapon system components and space-
launch systems, as well as operations and
maintenance support in sustaining the
ICBM alert rate.

“Security is our primary objective,” said
Capt. Deuce Mullen, 30th SW chief of
standardization and evaluations. “Photo
and range security, fire suppression, water
and land search and rescue are major
components of what we do.”

The helicopter competition originally had
three sections:  navigation, hover and
maintenance.  The aircraft generation and
reconfiguration event falls under the
maintenance section.

The flying portion of the competition was
cancelled when the command’s helicopters
recently underwent inspections for possible
cracks in the tail boom.  Because the fleet
stand down occurred so close to the
competition, officials determined the best
action was to forego the flying portion.

“We’d rather be flying,” said Capt. Jeff
Miser,  341st SW pilot. “It’s unfortunate that
we couldn’t, but we understand.”

According to competition evaluators, team
cohesiveness is a major factor in the event.

“This was a good team building exercise,”
said Lt. Col. Kelly Andersen, 20th Air Force
chief of helicopter operations.  “Through this
competition, we hope to build good
teamwork and adherence to directives.”
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GC chefs slice, dice, shoot
By Airman 1st Class Michael Deleo
GC public affairs

With all three events down, the
Guardian Challenge chef teams can do
nothing but wait.

Tuesday, the chefs from four space
wings completed the final two events of
their competition, food preparation and
marksmanship.

“These competitions really show our
warfighting capabilities to the
command,” said Master Sgt. John
Fitzgerald, Air Force Space Command
chief of training for services.

The chefs, who normally prepare
meals in the missile alert facilities or
dining facilities are forced to take their
skills into the field by preparing and
serving a meal for 50 people under field
conditions.

“We’re looking for the competitors
to use proper sanitation, a clean work
station and most importantly teamwork,”
said Fitzgerald.

The teams didn’t learn what meals
they would serve until the time of the
competition. Once competitors received
the recipe, it was time to get to work.
They had three and a half hours to finish cooking and serve the meal to the

evaluators and their teams.
Teams began the event with recipe

conversions. They are given a certain
amount of measurements, then it’s up to
them to multiply the ingredients to feed
enough people.

“When we found out our menu, we
were surprised, but our training really
prepared us to do well,” said Airman 1st
Class Sandra Sturkie, 90th Space Wing
GC competitor.

After the competition ends, the teams
had the opportunity to relax and enjoy
the fruits of their labor – beef stew.

“The hardest part of the competition
was the time limit. You really have to plan
well to finish the meal on time,” said
Sturkie.

Senior Airman Marilyn Machay, 90th
SW chef trainer, said it took a lot of
preparation, but the team pulled off an
outstanding performance.

In the tail end, the GC chefs
competition teams were put to the
challenge with their marksmanship skills.

The chefs who took part in the live-
fire event were shooting with the M-16
automatic assault rifle. “This event will
show their go-to-war skills,” said
Fitzgerald.

The event marked the first time all
four teams were against each other at the
same time. With their guns in hand, teams
took aim from distances of 25 meters and
140 meters.

First, teams shot 20-rounds of
ammunition from two different positions.
Then competitors shot five soda cans
from a distance of 25 meters. The next
task made firing more difficult with the
teams firing from 140 meters uphill into
a stiff wind.

“Shooting those targets just came
naturally,” said Airman 1st Class Megan
Anderson, 91st SW GC chef. “We trained
with the security forces squadron, and I
just followed the tips they showed me,”

The chef’s portion of the competition
is worth 600 points. The overall winners
will be announced at Thursday night’s
GC banquet.

Photo by Senior Airman Stephen Schester
Senior Airman Thomas Brady, 90th Space Wing, F.E. Warren, Wyo., weighs
peeled potatoes while Airman 1st Class Sandra Sturkie keeps a watchful
eye on the scale during the chef food preparation competition Tuesday.

Photo by Senior Airman Stephen Schester
Senior Airman Thomas Brady
“slices and dices” cerely Tuesday.
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Fylingdales
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Behind the Scenes
Pat Osbourne

UNIT: 30th Medical Group and
Vandenberg Air Force Base Credit Union
volunteer
YEARS VOLUNTEERING: 20 at
Vandenberg; eight at Guardian Challenge
HOMETOWN: Huntington, W. Va.
GC ROLE: Pat Osbourne serves as a
guide for tours of Vandenberg so the civic
leaders visiting with their teams learn
about the base. “She knows more about
Vandenberg than just about anyone,” said
Sandee Sinclair, chief of community
relations for Air Force Space Command
public affairs. “She’s a great ambassador
for the base.”

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lee Osberry

Fylingdales station commander.  He
went into the ops room and then
collapsed on the floor, so we had to do
CPR on him.

“The crew chief and I did CPR and
got him breathing while one of the guys
put the fire out and another guy went
over the controls to see what was going
on; but nothing was working because
the power was out.  Once we got all that
sorted out and got the power restored,
we got the system back up and went
from there,” said Carter.

Like other teams in GC, the crew
who competed last year trained the
Fylingdales’ team.

“The guys who came out last year
for Guardian Challenge were the crew

that took us through all our training until
the evaluation scenario,” said Carter.
“They put a lot of work into making sure
that we were ready.”

Despite having completed their event
long before the competition started, the
Fylingdales team members welcome the
chance to support their American
teammates.

“For us, it’s just such a privilege to be
here,” said RAF Flight Lt. Roger Bland,
team leader, Fylingdales. “Within the unit –
there’s five operational crews in the unit at
Fylingdales – it’s always such a competition
to get here. It’s a great opportunity to come
over, compete and be a part of the 21st.”

But weeks of intense training and
practice didn’t prepare the Fylingdales’

team for the excitement and fanfare that
is Guardian Challenge.

“[The competition] gets bigger and
bigger every year,” said Bland. “The
guys will come back and tell stories
about what went on. To us, it’s just the
scale of things because we have events
similar to this in the U.K., but the scale
is completely different. When we went
to see the opening ceremony, we came
out afterward and were just dumbstruck
really because we didn’t expect that.”

The RAF Fylingdales is located in
Fylingdales Moor, North Yorkshire,
England. The third and last BMEWS
station built, it’s the only unit of its kind
in the United Kingdom and Europe,
said Bland.
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Photo by Airman Kara McCormick
Senior Airman Scott
Johnston, 310th Space
Group, zeroes his sight
for accuracy moments
before the start of the
security forces tactics
competition Tuesday.

Photo by Senior Airman Stephen Schester
Senior Airman Roy Lacy and Staff Sgt. Javier Cruz, 90th Space Wing, F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo.,
intercontinental ballistic missile maintenance crew, discuss the tools and equipment used for their maintenance
evaluation.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Pamela Taubman
Senior Airman Samir Christian,
341st SW, inspects supplies
before preparing beef stew
Tuesday.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Jessica Ramos
Senior Airman Joshua Hinsey, Staff Sgts. Chris Edgerton, and Joseph Wengler from
the 460th Air Base Wing, Buckley Air Force Base, Colo., prepare for their on camera
interview by Airman 1st Class Taccora Lewis, 30th Communications Tuesday.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Wallis
Led by Tech. Sgt. Timothy Winfree, the 21st Space
Wing security forces team from Peterson Air Force
Base, Colo., dash to the start of their marksman-
ship course event Tuesday.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Richard Freeland
Senior Airman Belinda Hinrichs, 91st Space Wing, Minot Air Force Base, N. D., works
on the summary fault unit, a part of the Strategic Automated Command and Control
System during the strategic communication discipline Tuesday.

Competitors show skills

Photo by Senior Airman Edward Braly
Senior Airman Jeffery
Sack, 30th SW, loads an M-
16 magazine in preparation
for the marksmanship
competition Tuesday.
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Trial by fire
Meeting the enemy head on
By Airman 1st Class Mike Meares
GC public affairs

With waves crashing on the Pacific
coast  shorel ine behind them, eight
security forces teams negotiated their
way through a valley infested with
guerilla forces with itchy trigger fingers
this week.

And that  wasn’t  even half  the
battle…just one-third.

In addition to the grueling combat
tactics course,  Guardian Challenge
security forces teams competed in combat
marksmanship and a two-mile obstacle
course.

Scores are combined to determine an
overall security forces Top Gun team for
Guardian Challenge.

Competitors train hard in the three
graded areas in hopes of being the last
team when the smoke clears.  At stake is
600 points.

The most valuable event is combat
tactics.  Worth 300 points, the course
tests their ability to defend and recapture
resources and personnel while engaged
in simulated combat with enemy forces.

Competitors were under a spray of
M-60 gunf i re  and sporadic  mortar
shelling as they carried a mock classified
package 300 meters in  less than 45
minutes. Their mission: rendezvous with
a scout to deliver the package within a
two-minute window.

“This  is  a  tougher  course than
previous years because it’s the first
course that incorporated land navigation

ski l l s ,”  sa id  Master  Sgt .  Sammy
Gardner, 20th Air Force Security Forces
and co-creator  of  this  year ’s  t r ial .
“Usually this scenario runs at defense
challenge, a more advanced security
forces competition.”

The guerilla forces were not the only
things that troops encountered on the
trail. Snakes were a real world danger
while competing in the brush. One bit a
staff sergeant from the 30th Space Wing,
Vandenberg,  af ter  a  guer i l la  force
“killed” him during action.

The downed competitor was Staff
Sgt. Terry Hutchens.  The snakebite took
him out of the competition.

Hutchens just returned from a three-
month deployment, and instead of taking
his two-week leave, opted to spend his
time as a second-year competitor for the
30th SFS.

“The snake bite was an unfortunate
incident for us,” said Master Sgt. Steven
White, 30th SFS coach. “We’ll have to
make up for it  on shooting and the
obstacle course.”

The 20-minute  t imed combat
marksmanship course ,  a  200-point
event, tests the competitors’ ability to
identify and engage a variety of enemy
targets at different distances in a hostile
environment. Competitors fire the M-16
rifle, M-9 pistol and M-203 grenade
launcher in different firing positions.
Some of the shots in the scenario require
competitors to don a gas mask.

“The training we did at a local law
enforcement training course was really
close to the course here,” said Airman
1st Class Joel Houston, 50th SFS. “Some
of the shots were challenging, but I think
we did pretty good.”

Today they square off at the final
event – the obstacle course.  This 100-
point event tests the physical fitness of
the teams. The course consists of 13
obstacles spread over two miles.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Pamela Taubman
Senior Airman Josh Stahl and his teammates paint up their faces preparing to fight
the enemy as well as the brisk Vandenberg air during the tactics portion of Guardian
Challenge 2002.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Lee A Osberry Jr.
Members of the 45th Space Wing security forces team carry a simulated prisoner of war in a rescue attempt during the combat
marksmanship portion of Guardian Challenge Tuesday.

Photo by Senior Airman Jonathan Pomeroy
Airman 1st Class Joel Houston, 50th Space Wing security
forces team, Schriever AFB, Colo., takes aim during the
tactics portion of the security forces competition.

Maj. Lissette Childers,
competition evaluator
from the 20th Air Force,
keeps her eye on team
Malmstrom through the
brush during tactics.

Photo by Staff Sgt Pamela Taubman


